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In continuation of our work to strengthen the implementation strategy for clean air action in Agra, 

Clean Air Asia organised the partner's meeting to discuss the "Agenda for Pollution Free Agra" in 

February, 2020. The meeting was led by Atul Bagai, Country Head of UNEP India and Clean Air Asia. 

Joyce Msuya, Deputy Executive Director of UNEP was also present along with the Municipal 

Commissioner of Agra city, members of the State Pollution Control Board, and representatives from 

partner organisations like WHO, IIEC and IIT Kanpur. As an outcome of the meeting UNEP is working on 

a multi stakeholder approach to Clean Air Planning in Agra.

Agenda for Pollution Free Agra

In partnership with 

Centre for 

Environment 

Education, CAA 

conducted two 

stakeholder 

consultations in July 

2020 to chalk out a 

strategy for public 

engagement in Clean 

Air Action Planning.

Addressing Air Pollution through Public Engagement

The discussions focused on how the air quality of the two cities be improved by investing on strategic 

public involvement programs. As an outcome of the dialogue an approach paper on possibilities of 

programmatic interventions for increasing the role of people in driving policy for clean air was 

developed. 

A Peer-to-Peer Learning Session on “Air Quality 

During and Beyond the COVID-19 Pandemic” 

was conducted as part of the Asia Blue Skies 

Program implemented by Clean Air Asia in 

Asian cities of Manila and New Delhi. The 

webinar co organized by 3M Philippines and the 

Asosiasi Pemerintah Kota Seluruh, Indonesia 

(APEKSI), was attended by over 117 participants 

Peer Learning Session on Air Quality during and

beyond COVID for Asian Cities

from Asia. The webinar featured an experts’ panel of representatives from organizations sharing best 

practices and existing legislation to illustrate how the cities of Manila, New Delhi, Bogor, Jambi and 

Balikpapan are creating policies, programs, and institutional arrangements to best implement air 

quality management systems to meet the challenges of a post COVID-19 scenario. 

In partnership with Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH and 

Bloomberg Philanthropies, Clean Air Asia developed three 

capacity building modules specifically relevant for India. 

Air Quality Management for Decision Makers & Effective 

Air Quality Communication for Indian Cities and Air 

Quality Monitoring. To make the training material more 

effective, a consultative process of peer review was 

designed. The peer review meetings were held to 

introduce the module to stakeholders, generate feedback 

and define the effective delivery approach. Comments 

made by city o�cials and expert institutions who are 

working in the clean air space have been incorporated in 

the modules and the modules will now be piloted in 

cities. The training modules are adapted versions created 

from the Clean Air Asia and GIZ’s Train For Clean Air 

international AQM material. 

Capacity Building Modules for

Air Quality Management in India

In partnership with CSIR-NISTADS and Accelerator Labs of United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) a discussion was organized on the first 

International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies. The policy dialogue focused 

on defining Implementation Strategies for National Clean Air Programme 

and a policy brief was prepared as an outcome of the meeting. The 

meeting was attended by Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, IAS, Additional 

Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change and Dr. Prashant Gargava, Member Secretary, Central 

Pollution Control Board. Prof. Ranjana Aggarwal, Director, CSIR-NISTADS, 

Implementation Strategies for

Clean Air Action-Policy Dialogue

was also present. Discussions also included looking at innovation and technology solutions where 

Clean Air Asia’s Youth Clean Air Network (YCAN) representatives presented solutions by youth. UNDP 

Accelerator Labs, India represented by Dr. Krishnan Srinivasaraghavan, Head of Exploration, Accelerator 

Lab, UNDP, India and Ms. Rozita Singh, Head, Solutions Mapping Accelerator Lab, UNDP, India led the 

discussions for promoting innovation for clean air.

To strengthen the study of hot-spots of Delhi 

that is being developed by Clean Air Asia as a 

part of the Asia Blue Skies Programme a peer 

review consultation was held with stakeholders. 

The meeting also focused on creating a way 

forward approach paper for future action using 

the hot spot study. 

Addressing Air Pollution in Hotspots of

Delhi- Peer Review of Report

CAA in India conducted a Round 

Table on Integrating Climate 

Action with Air Action for and 

city o�cials of non-attainment 

cities, Indore, Dewas, Sagar, 

Ujjain, Gwalior) in Bhopal in 

partnership with the 

Department of Environment, 

Govt. of M.P., EPCO & State 

Knowledge Management Centre 

on Climate Change, MP. The 

workshop aimed to analyse 

Roundtable on Integrating Climate and Air Action

co-benefits of improving air 

quality while combating climate 

change, identify best practices 

for climate mitigation and 

adaptation that also help reduce 

air pollution and identify 

strategies to capitalize the 

synergies between climate 

change and air pollution. The 

workshop led to an outcome 

document for the departments 

that highlights the co-benefits of 

climate change and air 

pollution. The participants 

discussed the challenges and 

ways to integrate climate 

change with air action and the 

existing case studies at national 

or international level to discuss 

the co-benefits of climate 

change and clean air action 

plan.

In association with Vidarbha Industries Association 

(VIA), CAA in India conducted two webinars. The first 

focused on - ‘Industrial Preparedness to Maintain Air 

Quality Amidst and Post Covid-19’ was strategically 

held with the opening up of the lockdown and 

industries resuming operations.  The second webinar 

deliberated on “Reducing Emissions By Sustainable 

Production” with special focus on medium and small 

scale enterprise. The webinars were conducted to 

look at reduced emissions from industry, especially 

Reducing Emissions from Small and Medium Industry

in a post COVID scenario

with the national government’s renewed focus on small and medium industry. The webinars also took 

the technology discussion generated by CAA forward and linked it to the post COVID scenario on 

Industrial preparedness so that industries, while re-opening and getting back to work could also focus 

on reducing emissions to maintain the good air quality levels achieved during lockdown.  Standard 

operating procedures, recommendations and regulatory norms and specific interventions pertaining to 

the medium and small industry sector were discussed. 

The diverse panels brought different aspects 

of sustainable production into discussion like 

energy conservation and optimization, 

financing, need of capacity building, 

regulatory framework, revival strategies and 

so on. Both webinars garnered a good 

response with over 100 participants.

As an outcome of the webinars CAA is in the 

process of preparing a specific technology 

report on air pollution abatement for small 

and medium industry.

As part of our flagship programme, Integrated Programme for 

Better Air Quality in Asia (IBAQ Programme) supported by the 

Ministry of Environment, Japan (MoEJ) CAA in India, has been 

involved in conducting training programmes in non-attainment 

cities of India with focus on better Air Quality Management. 

Taking this forward, CAA in partnership with the Department of 

Environment, Madhya Pradesh (MP), MP State Pollution Control 

Board and Environmental Planning and Coordination 

Organisation (EPCO) conducted a training programme for 

o�cials from the non-attainment cities of (Indore, Dewas, Sagar, 

Ujjain, Gwalior) in the state of Madhya Pradesh. The training 

program primarily focused on Air Quality Monitoring Technology, 

national and international Standards and relevance to Clean Air 

Capacity Building Programme on Air Quality Monitoring

for non-attainment cities of Madhya Pradesh

Action planning. Resource persons from Asia Centre for Air Pollution Research (ACAP) conducted the 

training. ACAP a research Institution based in Japan, plays a key role in monitoring and researching 

acid deposition and air pollution in East Asia. 
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It was a year of harsh realization. A year that reiterated the outcome of the 

landmark UN Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm in 1972 

which tried to steer a middle path between two diverse and still prominent 

views: the narrowly economic and the unconditionally ecological. The 

pandemic revealed how vulnerable we as a species are, and how drastically 

our lives can change if we do not resolve the debate.

For us, working in the air quality space, it was a year that began with 

celebrating blue skies with images of clear blue skies from around the 

world. Social media was bombarded with visuals of blue skies and the need 

to retain the color. We were optimistic about new realizations and hoping 

that the enthusiasm to retain this blue color would remain but also 

prepared for the reverse scenario as cities opened up and came back to replenish the economy rapidly.

It is with this mindset that we at Clean Air Asia approached the re-alignment of our work in 2020. We 

focused on the need to build capacity and inform policy on economic re-generation that supports clean 

air, thinking ahead for a post pandemic scenario. Clean technology with a focus on small and medium 

scale industry, nature- based solutions for cities, alternative approaches to addressing clean air action, 

economic valuation of clean air plans with a focus on training to achieve these, was the core of our work 

in the year of the pandemic.

As an organization that works with stakeholders on the ground, it was initially di�cult to re-align our 

work to the virtual mode. Yet, with the support of a dynamic team, we managed to do some serious 

research, especially to support clean air action planning in Delhi. Our hot spot study that not only 

looked at scientific data but collated it with a bottom-up youth citizen science activity has been well 

received and provides a platform for us to continue work on addressing air pollution through a local 

micro research based approach. Our technology assessment policy brief is a starting point for gauging 

the technology space on air pollution mitigation technology and for setting the stage to probe deeper 

into sectors like the small and medium scale industry. Capacity building has been our niche and Clean 

Air Asia has internationally developed several capacity building modules. This year we took some of 

these modules and created adapted versions for India which we hope will be useful for organizations 

working in the space for trainings.

While 2020 had its downside, it was also a year we survived. As we at Clean Air Asia move into the New 

Year, I would like to say a big thank you to our partners and donors for their support in making us more 

resilient to keep up the motivation and continue to work towards blue skies. I hope you enjoy reading 

about our work that many of you have been part of and contributed to.

We will continue to find new and innovative ways to address air pollution in 2021 and look forward to 

working with you!

Prarthana Borah
India Director

From the India
Director's Desk
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Hotspot  Survey

A 5 year project undertaken by Clean Air Asia 

under the Asia Blue Skies program, sponsored 

by 3M, looking at assessment of air pollution 

sources, ambient air pollution levels, health and 

environmental impacts; setting air quality 

goals; and implementing control measures in 

the Hotspot areas of the metro city of New 

Delhi, India. In the first phase of this study, the 

focus has been on collecting data about Air 

Quality and Public Perception in 3 residential 

areas Dwarka, Rohini and R.K.Puram, identified 

as hotspot areas. The survey has been 

implemented by Clean Air Asia India O�ce 

with inputs from the Delhi Pollution Control 

Committee (DPCC).

Clean Air for Healthy Play 

Clean Air Asia under the Clean Air: Healthy 

Space (CAHS) project has installed 

environmental sensors in two schools of 

Nagpur to study the ambient air quality. Data 

on PM2.5 and PM 10 levels are publicly 

available on the CAHS website. In addition, 

CAA completed a survey to gauge the 

perception levels following the data generation 

process as well as look into the health 

exposure of children on bad air days. The 

results are available in a report released in 

2020.

Policy Brief on
"Enabling Environments
for Technology Transfer”

Clean Air Asia India, under the Integrated 

Programme for Better Air Quality in Asia (IBAQ 

Programme) supported by the Ministry of 

Environment, Japan (MoEJ) has been involved 

in facilitating dialogues to identify air pollution 

abatement and mitigation technology for cities. 

Towards this CAA in India held consultations in 

various locations like Agra, Nagpur, New Delhi, 

Panjim and Kochi over a period of two years to 

discuss opportunities and challenges with 

technology providers and city o�cials. The 

discussions were then summarised in the form 

of a policy brief. This outcome document has 

been peer reviewed at a meeting of experts 

from the technology, innovation and air 

quality space. The Policy Brief is available on 

www.cities4cleanair.com

Urban Updates C20 SummitTaru/iclei/cdkn And

Effect Of Pandemic

Enroute COP26Burmigham University

Massive Earth

Foundation

Sphere India - Air

Pollution And Covid

Unite2030

Iclei - Improving Urban 

Air Quality Through

Eco- Mobility

Air Pollution During

And Beyond Covid -

Green Dream Foundation

Guidance Framework For

City Clean Air

Action Plan - Icf
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The “Nature Hack for Clean Air” was a virtually organised 

event by Clean Air Asia India on World Environment Day. 

The Hackathon was organised to encourage youth to come 

up with innovative, nature-based solutions for clean air. 

Over 700 participants registered for the event.

The top 25 teams were shortlisted for the final presentation round on World Environment Day. Presentations 

were evaluated by a panel of experts on concept and creativity, impact, business potential and relavance.
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Air Map- A wrapper on google 

map that will help an user to 

take the path that has least air 

pollution.
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Air-Ninja- To build a novel 

algorithm to predict air pollution 

levels with state-of-art accuracy 

using machine learning.
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Exhaust monitoring

in industries using IoT.
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Smart tra�c management at 

busy tra�c light junctions across 

India using internet of things 

and artificial intelligence.

Youth Participation in CAA Activities

YCAN in Nagpur Train for Clean Air Perception Survey Second Chance Challenge

Youth Participation in CAA Activities

YCAN in Nagpur Train for Clean Air Perception Survey Second Chance Challenge
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Youth Participation in CAA Activities

YCAN in Nagpur Train for Clean Air Perception Survey Second Chance Challenge

Basement C-3 Green Park Extension, New Delhi 110016 INDIA

+91 11 40395508      |          india@cleanairasia.org

www.cleanairasia.org  
www.youthforcleanair.com
www.cities4cleanair.com   

www.cleanairhealthychildren.com

20:00 This year Download our app Vayu 
and take a pledge for clean air!

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/vayu/id1508112358?ls=1

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.cleanairasiaindia
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https://www.facebook.com/cleanairasiaindia/

https://www.instagram.com/cleanairasiaindia/

https://twitter.com/cities4cleanair?lang=en

https://www.linkedin.com/company/clean-air-asia-india/about/
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CAA Activities

Click on the link below to read our media coverage in detail

https://swachhindia.ndtv.com/experts-call-for-combat-
ing-air-pollution-top-priority-in-union-budget-2020-41300/?fbclid=IwAR0I4zUZTr9Ylm8EDwJo9l3DR-X

mNt-C6GhngqOccAyBZtTfNFA2RI3fbRc

https://weather.com/en-IN/india/pollu-
tion/news/2020-01-29-how-breathing-indian-cities-equivalent-smoking-packs-cigarettes-day

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/perspective/a-brave-new-world.aspx

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/sunday-edition/breathe-47.html

https://www.esi-africa.com/industry-sectors/future-ener-
gy/op-ed-bold-action-required-to-build-back-better-for-post-covid-19/

https://www.nagpurtoday.in/reducing-emissions-by-sustain-
able-production-an-opportunity-for-msmes-to-clean-air-post-covid-19-lockdown/06161350

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/nagpur/kids-ex-
posed-to-toxic-air-at-school-study/articleshow/76791743.cms

https://www.miningreview.com/health-and-safe-
ty/a-brave-new-world-building-back-better-from-covid-19/ 

https://www.dw.com/en/india-delhi-air-pollution-coronavirus/a-55546113 
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YCAN, or Youth Can, is the ‘Youth Clean Air 

Network’ for Indian cities, initiated by Clean Air 

Asia – an NGO working towards better air quality 

across Asia. We are a group of young 

enthusiastic people, working under CAA to 

achieve solutions for cleaner air in Indian cities. 

Our youth come from different academic 

backgrounds and work passionately for air 

quality issues. Their unique and fresh perspective 

is crucial to finding creative solutions for air 

pollution. Our projects focus on exciting and 

diverse ways of bringing air quality into the 

mainstream. Be it city-specific awareness 

campaigns or discovering technology solutions, 

our aim is to contribute to cleaner, safer air in 

Indian cities through discussion, innovation and 

collaboration.

Youth Clean Air Network is an initiative by Clean 

Air Asia, India, . YCan, a youth volunteer network 

is to achieve solutions for cleaner air in Indian 

cities. YCAN volunteers are from different 

academic backgrounds and work passionately 

for air quality issues. 

https//www.youthforcleanair.com

The Clean Air Knowledge Network (CAKN) is a 

forum to discuss better air quality. A platform for 

sharing successful interventions by city 

governments to reduce air pollution. This 

website is a repository for all the documents, 

information, government policies and 

information specific to Indian cities.  

https//www.cities4cleanair.com

This platform has been created to involve 

schools, parents and teachers through education 

that can support initiatives to minimize 

hazardous exposure to air pollution. 

https//www.cleanairhealthychildren.com


